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ON PENALTY OF DEATH 

 

It is better to die for the Emperor than live for oneself. 

 
Mission Background (compiled and censored per orders of Inquisitor Astrid Skane in compliance with the 

directives and restrictions of the Calixian Conclave) 

 

The creature known as Cherubael is believed to be a warp entity of great power.  Few references to it have 

been found in Inquisitorial archives.   

 

1. A partial archive document from the Segmentum Pacificus, from the personal records of Inquisitor 

Gregor Eisenhorn.  Eisenhorn’s records indicate that the creature calling itself Cherubael was 

summoned into a demonhost and used by individuals seeking a warp artifact known as the 

[CLASSIFIED:  ALL DATA EXPUNGED].  During his investigations of [CLASSIFIED:  

ALL DATA EXPUNGED] encountered Cherubael on several occasions, along with 

[CLASSIFIED:  ALL DATA EXPUNGED] believed to be destroyed.  Most importantly, 

fragments of the personal records suggest that Cherubael was summoned and bound by 

[CLASSIFIED:  ALL DATA EXPUNGED] [OVERRIDE AUTHORIZATION ********] a 

radical member of the Inquisition.  Unfortunately, the name of the individual, as well as a 

considerable percentage of the personal record was destroyed by a rogue scrapcode at some point 

during transmission, and the document came to the Calixis Sector heavily damaged so many 

details are missing.  Analysis of the remaining fragments indicates that the incidents mentioned 

occurred approximately 300-500 standard years ago. 

2. A report of Inquisitor Astrid Skane of the Calixis Conclave, who encountered a powerful warp 

entity calling itself Cherubael while investigating reports of [CLASSIFIED:  ALL DATA 

EXPUNGED] by a cult of the Ruinous Powers on Malfi.  During the investigation several 

members of the Inquisitor’s retinue, including the Savant Narthax, the Seer Aristarchus, and 

[DELETED] were captured by followers of the Ruinous Powers.  The being known as Cherubael 

was placed within the body of [DELETED] as a Demonhost and dispatched against the Inquisitor.  

Full details of the events may be found in data file [CLASSIFIED].  Following the defeat of the 

cultists, Cherubael was driven from the body of [DELETED].  At the Inquisitor’s insistence, 

[CLASSIFIED:  ALL DATA EXPUNGED] to cleanse her of the memories, rather than 

terminate her as recommended by [CLASSIFIED] of the Ordo Malleus.  Fragmentary evidence 

once again suggested potential involvement by or support of an individual or group within the 

Holy Inquisition, but there was insufficient information to follow up on the investigation.  There 

was also found considerable evidence linking Cherubael to investigations of [CLASSIFIED:  

ALL DATA EXPUNGED] and hints of a wider conspiracy to use the creature’s power in some 

as yet unknown way in an attempt to summon and/or control [CLASSIFIED:  ALL DATA 

EXPUNGED].    
 

Subsequent to this last incident, [DELETED] was examined by the Ecclesiarchy and proclaimed to be free 

of taint, and was supplied with a new base personality.  However, field reports have indicated that the 

personality may be experiencing some sort of instability, or worse that there may be some sort of residual 

memory of the warp entity remaining. 

 

Mission Briefing:  the warp entity known as Cherubael is known to be extremely powerful, cunning, and 

dangerous.  Fragments of the Eisenhorn document suggest that its full power may rival or even exceed that 

of an Imperial Warlord Titan.  Further, there are suggestions that Cherubael’s presence in the Calixis Sector 

may be linked to a wider conspiracy of great power and subtlety – a conspiracy which may extend to within 

the Inquisition itself, and may pose a threat to everyone within the sector, and perhaps beyond. 



Further, it appears that the individual now known as Xanthia maintains some memory or even potentially a 

connection to Cherubael, despite our best efforts to free her. 

 

We are in a precarious position.  On the one hand, to allow Xanthia to live for even a moment brings the 

potential threat, however, slight, that the creature Cherubael may be able to use her as a conduit into our 

reality.  Such a warp spawn could do untold damage if freed.  On the other hand, knowedge of Chrubael, 

the potential wider conspiracy with which he is connected, and the possible taint within the Holy 

Inquisition itself, could be vitally important in saving the lives of billions. 

 

For this reason, you and you alone are charged with the following mission: 

1. You must keep watch over Xanthia, and document any information – no matter how slight, 

regarding the warp entity Cherubael that may come to light. 

2. You must attempt, to the best of your ability, to ascertain the nature of Xanthia’s connection with 

Cherubael.  It is likely that it is no more than some residual memories of her time sharing a body 

with the warp entity, but the creature Cherubael is both cunning and powerful and we cannot 

discount the possibility that the two are still entwined in some manner. 

3. Should Xanthia begin demonstrating any unusual powers or abilities, beyond her normal psychic 

talents, you must monitor her even more closely.  Here you must walk a razor’s edge, for any 

additional information you can gain about Cherubael is of the highest value, and yet we cannot 

risk the daemon breaking free of his bonds and becoming unbound in our world. 

4. If you believe that the danger of Cherubael overwhelming Xanthia outweighs the possibility of 

learning more, you must see to it that Xanthia is taken immediately to the Ecclesiarchy for 

exorcism.  The woman who is now Xanthia was my faithful follower for many, many years and 

sacrificed much more than I could ever have asked of her.  I would see her freed if it is possible to 

do so. 

5. Under no circumstances, however, should you allow the daemon Cherubael to free itself.  If 

Xanthia must die in order to prevent greater tragedy, then it is the will of the Emperor. 

 

This mission I charge to you and you alone.  In extremis you may involve other acolytes of your team, but 

not the least word of this can ever be shared with Xanthia herself.  The knowledge I impart to you might 

weaken the tenuous bonds that hold back the daemon.  Until we know more, that is a risk we cannot take. 

 

Under no circumstances are you to allow any other Inquisitors extended contact with or examination of 

Xanthia.  On this matter, even within the Inquisition we do not know who to trust, and the safety of all of us 

may depend on your good discretion. 

 

May the Emperor watch over you and guide you in this.  You have my trust and my faith. 

 

 

Inquisitor Astrid Skane 


